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Holiday photos

Community members gather Saturday
to run the Sweaty Sweaters 5K race. 6A

Colorado Springs shooting

Warnings on LGBTQ club shooter
stir questions about old case. 3A

Fossil hoops, Wellington
wrestling lead week’s best
SPORTS, 1B

Hospitalizations for people with CO-
VID-19 rose by more than 30% in two
weeks. Much of the increase is driven by
older people and those with existing
health problems, said Dr. Rochelle Wa-
lensky, director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

As nursing home leaders redouble ef-
forts to get staff and residents boosted
with the new vaccine version, now rec-
ommended for those 6 months and older,
they face complacency, misinformation

and COVID-19 fatigue.
Easing restrictions, broader immunity

in the general population and mixed
messages about whether the pandemic is
over have softened the sense of threat felt
by younger adults, but seniors still need
to keep on guard, medical authorities say.

Seniors see rising risk
With hospitalizations up, COVID-19 danger grows

Coronavirus-related hospital admissions are
climbing again in the United States, with older adults
a growing share of U.S. deaths. NATHAN HOWARD/AP

“The sense of 

urgency is not

universal. If you’re

21, you probably

should worry

about your 

granny. We’re all

in this together.”
Bartley O’Hara
Nursing home resident in
Washington, D.C.

See story, Page 4A

T
he Timnath Police Department finally has a home of its

own. h The department celebrated the grand opening of its

building at 5601 E. Harmony Road on Thursday night, ex-

actly one year after town officials broke ground on the pro-

ject. h “It’s incredible, it’s fantastic,” Timnath Police Chief Terry Jones

said at Thursday’s grand opening celebration. 

The department will move into the
22,000-square-foot station early next
year, Jones said. Previously, officers
had been working out of town offices at
4800 Goodman Road.

The new facility will allow the de-
partment to grow its police force and
provide 24/7 coverage of the town. The
department currently employs 15 uni-
formed officers and two technicians,
Jones said, which leaves the depart-
ment understaffed by seven officers.
Jones said he hopes to fill additional po-
sitions early next year. 

Currently, the Larimer County Sher-
iff’s Office assists with calls in Timnath
when officers aren’t on duty. 

Timnath’s new station features sev-
eral things to support the growing de-
partment, including office space for pa-
trol officers and administration, a front
desk protected by bullet-resistant
glass, multiple interview rooms, hold-
ing cells, a gym, a kitchen, meeting
rooms, training areas, evidence collec-
tion and storage facilities, and storage
space for weapons and body cameras.
The parking lot will also function as a

“safe zone” for community members
buying or selling things online, with
video surveillance set up outside the
building.

“It’s a building we can grow into,”
Jones said. 

Existing office space is built in for
when new staff is hired, and there’s 

The town of Timnath held a grand opening for its new 22,000-square-foot police station on Thursday.
JOEL BLOCKER/FOR THE COLORADOAN 

Timnath celebrates
first police station
Sady Swanson Fort Collins Coloradoan | USA TODAY NETWORK

“This police
department will
help facilitate the
professionalism
that we expect out

of our officers ... We are
proud to be here to help and
serve you because this is what
it’s all about.”

Terry Jones
Timnath police chief 

Larimer County commissioners in-
tend to allocate $1 million from federal
American Rescue Plan Act money to a
new medical clinic at the Murphy Cen-
ter for Hope in Fort Collins for people
experiencing homelessness.

The county received $69 million in
federal pandemic recovery funds and
has been allocating portions of that to
fill gaps in community services. The
clinic would be the first housed in a
center that provides services to the
unhoused population in Fort Collins. 

The initial allocation will help fund
renovations at the Murphy Center to
create three exam rooms and a lab,
plus operational costs. Commission-
ers said they may allocate an addition-
al $1 million in the future if Homeward
Alliance — the nonprofit that runs the
Murphy Center — secures full project
funding. 

Murphy Center Executive Director
David Rout told commissioners Tues-
day that not having an on-site clinic
for people experiencing homelessness
“is a profound barrier to service.” He
expects to have some medical services
available early next year and the clinic
fully operational in 2024.

Two community clinics currently
provide care for unhoused people, but
they “consistently report operating
beyond their capacity and have wait-
lists of over 700 individuals, which ne-
cessitates booking out multiple weeks
out in advance for appointments,”
commissioners wrote in a resolution
expressing their intent to provide
funding.

That means people experiencing
homelessness forgo primary care and
end up at the emergency room, “where
outcomes are poorer and the cost to
the community is far greater,” Rout 

County
to give $1M
to medical
clinic aiding
the homeless
American Rescue Plan
Act dollars to fund
renovations, expenses
Pat Ferrier
Fort Collins Coloradoan

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOMELESS, Page 2ASee TIMNATH, Page 2A
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room to expand the building south to
add an area for detectives, a crime lab
and more evidence storage as the de-
partment grows, Jones said. The goal is
for the building to meet the needs of the

community and the department for the
next 20 to 30 years.

“We’ve got a ways to go before we’re
at capacity,” Jones said. 

Timnath residents surveyed in 2018
said public safety was their top priority,
and this facility has been in the works
since 2019. Jones thanked the communi-
ty and the town council for their support
in getting this built. The station was

built within the set $13.4 million budget
and paid for entirely with town funds.

“This police department will help
facilitate the professionalism that we
expect out of our officers, but the high-
est bar is set by the community that we
serve,” Jones told the crowd at Thurs-
day’s grand opening celebration. “We
are proud to be here to help and serve
you because this is what it’s all about.”

Timnath community members check out the lobby area of Timnath's new police station during an open house of the
facility on Thursday. The new police station is situated on 3.2 acres off Harmony Road and Timnath Trail Drive, near
Poudre Fire Authority Station 8 and Timnath Town Hall. JOEL BLOCKER/FOR THE COLORADOAN

Timnath
Continued from Page 1A

said. 
While housing is the ultimate solu-

tion to ending homelessness, he said,
more needs to be done. “We know the
Murphy Center is the place people will
go that they trust to receive these ser-
vices ... and will produce positive out-
comes.” 

Rout told commissioners there are
about 700 chronically homeless people
in Fort Collins. Housing is equivalent to
health for many people experiencing
homelessness, he said.

Homeward Alliance held a memorial
service two weeks ago for people in the
community experiencing homelessness
who had died within the last year. They
read the names of 42 people they knew
of who had passed. The average age was
43. Cause of death was listed as natural
causes. 

The Murphy Center also worked with
the Larimer County Coroner’s Office to
analyze the deaths of 20 people who re-

cently escaped homelessness. All died
within 160 days of housing, Rout said.
Nine had respiratory conditions, and 10
had substance use issues that were
complicating factors.

“The bottom line is we know we can
do more for people before they get into
housing and we know we can do more
once they get into housing,” Rout said.
“The reality is there are people experi-
encing homelessness in our community
and in our county ... and will be home-
less for a long period of time in some
cases.”

The Murphy Center’s building at 242
Conifer St. is owned by a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Bohemian Founda-
tion, which is helping Homeward Alli-
ance connect with an architect and con-
tractor to help with the design and reno-
vation. Homeward Alliance has also
identified a potential provider for pri-
mary and preventive health services. 

Rout declined to name names until
contracts are signed. Once the clinic is
up and running, Rout said Medicare and
Medicaid funding long-term would
make the clinic a sustainable endeavor. 

Commissioners previously an-

nounced they would provide ARPA
dollars to a new 24/7 shelter on North
College Avenue for people experienc-
ing homelessness. That shelter is be-
ing planned by Fort Collins Rescue
Mission. Rout said it is the Murphy
Center’s intent to be a hub but provide
outreach services, at least space for
practitioners, at the new mission as
well as Catholic Charities, Family
Housing Network and other agencies
that provide services to people experi-
encing homelessness. “We are work-
ing with operators to provide a robust
outreach,” Rout said. 

Larimer County board of commis-
sioners chair Kristin Stephens said
“one of the most shameful things is
that we have people living on the
streets in a community that’s very
wealthy.”

“There’s nothing natural about peo-
ple dying in their 40s,” Stephens said.
“This is something we can do to help
folks have a better quality of life, have
health care, and when they move into
housing maybe they won’t have chron-
ic issues that will plague them ... we
can at least hope for that.” 

Homeless
Continued from Page 1A

Today is Monday, Dec. 12, the 346th
day of 2022. There are 19 days left in the
year. On this date in:

1787: Pennsylvania became the sec-
ond state to ratify the U.S. Constitution. 

1870: Joseph H. Rainey of South Car-
olina became the first Black lawmaker
sworn into the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

1913: Authorities in Florence, Italy,
announced that the “Mona Lisa,” stolen
from the Louvre Museum in Paris in 1911,
had been recovered.

1915: Singer-actor Frank Sinatra was
born Francis Albert Sinatra in Hoboken,
New Jersey.

1917: During World War I, a train car-
rying some 1,000 French troops from the
Italian front derailed while descending
a steep hill in Modane; at least half of
the soldiers were killed in France’s
greatest rail disaster. Father Edward
Flanagan founded Boys Town outside
Omaha, Nebraska.

1977: The dance movie “Saturday
Night Fever,” starring John Travolta,
premiered in New York.

1985: 248 American soldiers and

eight crew members were killed when
an Arrow Air charter crashed after take-
off from Gander, Newfoundland. 

1995: By three votes, the Senate killed
a constitutional amendment giving
Congress authority to outlaw flag burn-
ing and other forms of desecration
against Old Glory.

2000: George W. Bush became presi-
dent-elect as a divided U.S. Supreme
Court reversed a state court decision for
recounts in Florida’s contested election.
The Marine Corps grounded all eight of
its high-tech MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor
aircraft following a fiery crash in North
Carolina that killed four Marines. (The
Osprey program was revived by the
Pentagon in 2005.)

2010: The inflatable roof of the Min-
neapolis Metrodome collapsed follow-
ing a snowstorm that had dumped 17
inches on the city. (The NFL was forced
to shift an already rescheduled game
between the Minnesota Vikings and
New York Giants to Detroit’s Ford Field.)

2012: Pope Benedict XVI sent his first
tweet from his new account; it read,
“Dear friends, I am pleased to get in

touch with you through Twitter. Thank
you for your generous response. I bless
all of you from my heart.”

2015: Nearly 200 nations meeting in
Paris adopted the first global pact to
fight climate change, calling on the
world to collectively cut and then elim-
inate greenhouse gas pollution but im-
posing no sanctions on countries that
didn’t do so. 

2019: British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson led his Conservative Party to
a landslide victory in a general election
that was dominated by Brexit. 

2020: Thousands of supporters of
President Donald Trump gathered in
Washington for rallies to back his des-
perate efforts to subvert the election
that he lost to Joe Biden; sporadic
fights broke out between pro-Trump
and anti-Trump demonstrators after
sundown, and four people were taken
to the hospital with stab wounds.
Charley Pride, the son of sharecrop-
pers in Mississippi who became the
first Black member of the Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame, died in Dallas at 86. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Taylor Swift to make feature film
directorial debut

Amid speculation of an Oscars
campaign for her “All Too Well: The
Short Film,” Taylor Swift is aiming

even higher with her di-
rectorial aspirations:
The singer, songwriter
and occasional actress
is adding feature film
writer and director to
her resume. 

Swift, 32, has written
an original script that

will be produced by Searchlight Pic-
tures, the studio announced Friday.
More details about the film will be an-
nounced at a later date. 

The announcement comes a day af-
ter Swift released a behind-the-scenes
video from the “All Too Well” set,
showing off her directing chops. 

“The first seeds of this short film
were planted over ten years ago, and
I’ll never forget the behind the scenes
moments of the shoot,” Swift cap-
tioned the video on social media. “I
loved every second of it and I will al-
ways remember it.” 

Al Roker home after multiple
hospital visits

Al Roker is back home after being in
and out of the hospital over the past
month. 

“Today” show co-anchor Hoda Kotb
announced on Dec. 1 that Roker was
readmitted to the hospital after com-

plications from an earli-
er visit in November.
The “Today” show
weatherman experi-
enced blood clots that
traveled to his lungs. He
initially returned home
on Thanksgiving Day
but went back in days

later. 
Roker announced Thursday night

he was back home, again. 
“Home! So incredibly grateful to

family, friends, medical folks, @to-
dayshow family and all your thoughts
and prayers,” he wrote on Instagram. 

Kristen Stewart to lead Berlin
film festival jury

Organizers of the annual Berlin film
festival said Friday that Kristen Stew-
art will head the international jury in
2023.

The American actor, screenwriter
and director, who starred in the “Twi-
light” series and recently played
Princess Diana in “Spencer,” for which
she received an Oscar nomination, will
lead the judges’ panel at the 73rd Berli-
nale.

“She’s one of the most talented and
multi-faceted actors of her genera-
tion,” festival directors Mariette Ris-
senbeek and Carlo Chatrian said in a
statement, adding that “with an im-
pressive body of work behind her,
Kristen Stewart is the perfect bridge
between U.S. and Europe.”

Stewart made her directorial and
screenwriting debut in 2017, and was a
member of the international jury at the
Cannes Film Festival the following
year.

Tina Turner mourns son Ronnie
Turner, dead at 62

Tina Turner’s son Ronnie has died,
his mother and wife announced in
separate Instagram posts Friday. He
was 62.

“Ronnie, you left the world far too
early,” read a tribute from Tina Turner
to her son, posted Friday to her Insta-
gram account. “In sorrow I close my
eyes and think of you, my beloved
son.” 
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